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The Annual  Fundraiser was a successful, fun filled day as usual; good food and happy 

people getting together for a good cause for the community.  A hefty amount was raised for 

the preservation projects this summer, now all we need are some healthy helping hands.  

Over the years, we’ve had many wonderful volunteers who worked faithfully, putting in 

hundreds (no, “thousands”) of hours bringing “The Queen of the Great Lakes” back to her 

glorious look of the past.   She has had the Cafeteria restored to it’s shining bright clean 

atmosphere waiting for some food to serve.  Her Lounge and Dance Floor are sparkling, 

just waiting for a live band and some fun loving dancers.  Also the Forward Lounge is 

waiting for those who just want to enjoy their time in quiet.  Then the Playroom and 

Theatre are ready for the little wee ones, who want to play and see movies.  

Wouldn’t you like to be a part of this restoration project on a historical landmark (in your 

backyard) and get your recognition with a plaque on the wall – stating “I helped!”  

Just contact the S.S. Milwaukee Clipper Preservation Inc. either on the Website or 

anyone of the workers aboard ship.  Tours are every weekend throughout summer and 

someone will take your contact info. PLEASE HELP!



The Clipper Engine

By Jim Plant, President

A frequently asked tour question deals with the steam engine on board the Clipper.  S.S. 

Milwaukee Clipper is the formal name of the ship.  Only a few of these ships are remaining.  

Steam was once the power of choice not only in ships, but in train locomotives and factories 

providing heat and power for machines.  However, steam power was not very efficient.  The 

production for steam requires a lot of maintenance and a large crew.

When diesel engines were developed, diesel engines gradually replace the “romance” of 

steam engines.  In my opinion, nothing can replace the smell and silent operation of steam.  

The engine on the Clipper is a quadruple expansion type that means that the steam produced 

by four boilers is expanded four times as it loses efficiency.  Every last bit of power from the 

steam is utilized.  This is achieved by four cylinders that are of different sizes.  The largest and 

last is 60” in diameter.

The engine weighs 450 tons and is two Clipper decks tall.  The 13.6 feet diameter 

propeller needs only to turn at 100 rpm to move the Clipper at maximum speed of 18 mph.  

The steam is relatively low pressure of 215 psi.  The piston stroke is only 42”.  The total 

horsepower is 2500.  The engine poster in the Ginman room on the Clipper has a great 

illustration of how this gigantic engine works.  There is no casing on the engine.  If you were 

standing next to the engine, the huge connecting rods would be going up and down right next 

to you.

Frank Kirby was the designer, one of the greatest naval architects of all times.  He 

designed the Juniata, as well as, most of the Great Lakes passenger ships.  He worked for 

Detroit Ship Building, who built the Clipper engine in 1905.  We have the builder’s plate on 

display in the Clipper museum.  The Clipper engine is one of seven built and is the only one 

remaining.

The Juniata was built by the American Ship Building Co. in Cleveland and the engine 

was built by the Detroit Ship Building.  The Pennsylvania Railroad, owner of the Juniata, was 

happy with the first engine Detroit Ship Building built in 1901 for Tionesta, sister ship of the 

Juniata.  Even though the American Ship Building won the bid to built the Juniata, Penn RR 

wanted Detroit Ship Building to build the engine.

A few tour guests ask to see the Clipper engine. It can be viewed through an opening 

the rear of the cafeteria that spotlights the top of the engine.

Clipper tours are Sat. and Sun. 1pm to 5pm from Memorial Day to Labor Day.

Adults -- $7.00 to 18 years -- $5.00, 5 & under free.

Please join us for an interesting and 

enjoyable time on board the 

Beautiful S.S. Milwaukee Clipper



AUCTION RECAP:

Thank you to our generous donors:
750 Grill Icebreaker Mackinaw RC Olds Transportation

Ace Hardware Irish Music Festival S & G Shooter’s Supply

Roger & Marilyn Andersen Keil’s Music Sanborn’s Jewelers

Archer Plaza K L Industries Sand Products Co.

Art Van Furniture Mike Krivitzky Season’s Restaurant

Pam Babbitt Lake Express Sheplers Mackinac Is Ferry

SS Badger Car Ferry Lakeshore Museum Ctr. Shoreline Inn

Bill & Carol Balcom Lakeside Café Silversides Museum

Beersteins Lakeside Emporium Don Spezia

Bent Pine Golf Course Lee’s Famous Recipe Untapped Tours of  Milwaukee

Coke Billinghurst Le Fleur Shoppe US 31 BBQ

Blue Lake Public Radio Little River Casino USS LST-393

Bob Evans Mary Lonergan Van’s Car Wash

Carmen’s Café Mackinaw Bridge Tour Wasserman’s Floral & Gifts

The Cheese Lady Max McKee West Michigan Symphony

Cinema Carousel Theater Patrick McKee Wisconsin Maritime Museum

SS City of Milwaukee Museum Gail Merrill Jan Witt

Darlene Collet Midwest Liquidators Anita Yonkman

Comcast Midwest Truck & Auto Acces.

Comfort Inn Muskegon Cindi Mitchell Jan Witt

Coopersville & Marne Railway Mona Shores School District Anita Yonkma

Cruise & Travel Experts Muskegon Big Reds Zula Nyala Safari

Pill & Kathy Dickinson Muskegon Catholic Central

Matt Fagan Muskegon Country Club

Tim & Roni Fitzsimmons Muskegon Museum of Art

Ted Fricano Muskegon Public Library

Gilmore Car Museum Romayne Palmer

Golden Corral Restaurant Joe Panyard

Grand Hotel Mackinac Is. Thom Pascoe

Greek Tony’s JoAn Pietila

Harley Davidson Museum Pigeon Hill Brewing

David Harris Jim & Marylouise Plant

Hearthstone Restaurant Port City Postol

Ed & Debra Hendrickson Port City Princess

Rick Hickman Paul Price

Ray & Jackie Hilt Capt. Bob Priefer

Holiday Inn Muskegon Harbor Ramos & Sons

This beautiful 

quilt was won

By Linda Kidd

This once-in-a-lifetime

Adventure was won by

Beth Brandt.

GET WELL WISHES

A big shout out to Marylouise Plant, who

has been having a flood of issues this year.  

And JoAn Pietila, a heart attack scare a few

days before the auction.  She put in all those

hours, then couldn’t even go to the auction.   

But, both are doing quite well right now.



ARTICLE FROM RAY HILT

In June, Bill Thurlow erected a display area for the soon-to-be-moved model of the City of 

Muskegon sidewheel steamer from the Norton Library where it had been on display. The City of 

Norton Shores agreed to loan the model to the Clipper. Prior to the actual moving, I went and took 

pictures of the model from many different angles, showing damage to the model that had occurred at some time 

earlier, as well as evidence that there were woodworms active in the stern area of the ship. These pictures were 

conveyed to the city and I discussed repairs that would have to be made as well as how to deal with the 

woodworms. Believe it or not, we have the knowledge of how to do all this stuff. The city was unaware of any of 

the problems I alerted them too, and were pleased we would be able to handle them. Arrangements were made to 

move the model to the Clipper.

In addition to the City of Muskegon model, we also had the finished cover for the large Carl 

Bradley model to be moved onboard. The frame for this model was built during the winter by my friend, Dan 

Housman, from oak. Dan built all the tables for the ship model room that has the Ken Jillbert  models displayed 

on them. The glass was installed by Muskegon Glass, who have been very helpful to the Clipper cause for a long 

time.

On June 28, I met Tim Fitzsimmons and his son at Muskegon Glass at 11:00, and got the cover for 

the Bradley loaded in Tim's trailer, then we headed to the Norton Library to pick up the City of Muskegon model. 

Tim did his usual masterful job of getting the model loaded for it's journey. It reminded me of the moving day for 

the Alabama model a year earlier. We were met at the ship by Cap. Bob Preifer, who had everything opened up 

for us. By 1:00 everything was onboard the ship safely, and by 1:05 it was pouring rain! Timing is everything in 

Life! Tim did an excellent job of supervising the loading and unloading of both of these items, as well as half the 

manpower to haul it all onboard.

On July 1, I started work on repairing the damaged areas on the Muskegon model. Terry Judd 

appeared to work as a tour guide, and between us we got the repairs done, but we discovered something about the 

model we did not know. In moving the model on board, the top of the pilot house blew off, and was recovered. I 

started to glue it back on, when I discovered there was a tiny light bulb in the pilot house, and that cover had 

never been glued in the first place. We looked in the cargo doors of the model, and there was what appeared to be 

a lot of wiring inside. Further investigation showed the wiring and plugs for both a lighting system and a motor 

setup to run the walking beam engine and paddle wheels. We fished them out the back side of the model, plugged 

them in, and found both worked! I am certain the City of Norton Shores did not realize this was an animated and 

lit model. I will contact them and let them know, so we may set this magnificent model up to demonstrate these 

features.in the future.

In the next few days we should have the display about complete, and it certainly is well worth 

coming aboard to see it. We also have a book about shipwrecks in Muskegon County, with the full story and also 

photos of the accident involving this ship striking the south pier head at Muskegon in 1919, costing the lives of 

around 30 people.

There are new books for sale in our store regarding Lake Michigan and local shipwrecks, and 

brand new books about getaways to be taken in Michigan, including one which has an article about the Cleanest 

Beach in Michigan, right here in Muskegon! These books were published for the first time this year and not 

available in many areas, as of yet.

The planned museum for the Aquarama has been delayed, and will be done for the year 2018. We 

are looking for a model of the ship to put on display with the other numerous artifacts we have. In the 

meanwhile, come look us over, there is a lot of new stuff to see in our store.

Come see us this summer!

Ray Hilt

Museum Curator

S.S. Milwaukee Clipper



All Hands on Deck!!!
We are now into the restoration season.  We had a very successful auction – Thank you to Gene Fetke 

and the auction committee members.  With the fine talent of Tim Fitzsimmons we brought in the most 

money for the Mackinaw Bridge climb of any other group.

Our work schedule has changed this season….  We start out on a Monday, Tuesday, & Thursday at 10:00 am 

sharp!  Weekends for whoever is available.

So far this season, we have finished removing most of the old galley on the Sportsdeck and ventilating system.  

Thank you to Bob Schalow and his church group who worked with us on this endeavor.  Without their help, this 

would not have been possible.

Ray Hilt and his committee have obtained the “S.S. City of Muskegon” Side Wheeler for display.  Bill Thurlow 

has done the finishing touches of lighting, etc. for the display.  He also has the security system up and running.

Once again we have a great group of volunteers working with us and always welcome more.

I am personally looking forward to the upcoming wedding of my granddaughter, August 19th aboard the ship.   

Just a reminder – the ship will close at 3:00 pm for this special event.  Watch for pictures in the next newsletter 

and  listen for the ships’ whistle to blow announcing the beginning and end of this occasion.

Has anyone seen or located Charlie Nobel on the Clipper Yet?????

Smooth Sailing

Captain Bob Priefer

…………………………………………………………………………………………..

Clipper Memories from the Tour Sign In book:  

Last issue sparked some memories.  The following is one that came in.

Greg Kunesh wrote:

I enjoy receiving the quarterly publication of SHIPSHAPE on a regular basis and keeping up 

with the impressive commitment to maintain her glory and history as a museum and reminder 

of social and economic times.

The last issue contained a couple of “Clipper Memories” which brought back some of my 

own personal memories.  You may check with Captain Priefer as to my credibility over the 

following:

I was employed in the Steward’s Department for approximately ten summers starting around 

1959.  I started in the cafeteria as a dishwasher, became the carver and breakfast cook, 

moved to bartending, and then moved up to Assistant Steward and finally the Steward with 

supervisory responsibilities of that entire department and crew.  The Clipper was good to me 

and for me – I was able to pay for almost three college degrees as a result of working there –

ending up with a Ph.D. which led to a profession as a college professor and administrator.  

The work was demanding, but the rewards were significant on several levels.  Many strong 

friendships were made with the entire crew.

Greg also had some suggestions for a “reunion” of the Clipper Crew members.  Doesn’t that sound like a fun 

time.  I’ll bring my recorder for those stories.



** WANT AD **

ITEMS NEEDED

* Pontoon Boat

* Welder

* Electric Sanders

* VOLUNTEERS

* Portable Band Saw

* Electric Hand Grinders 

* 5.8 hp or more portable

Air Compressor

w/hoses & hammers

* Funding for Marine Paints

*(* VOLUNTEERS!

All shapes,  ages & genders !

Thank you - Blarney Castle Oil Co.

for the drums to provide proper 

handling of the restoration waste 

products. 

231-683-1590

Thank you to our sponsors!

MEMORIAL CORNER

We have some very loyal “Friends of the Clipper”.  They 

show their love through donations in memory of,  or just 

to honor a loved one:   Here is a listing of some we’ve 

received since the last newsletter.  

*Happy Birthday to Coke Billingsley, from Rebecca & 

Bradley Billingsley.  

*Marylyn Link in memory of George Neitering.  George 

was her boss during her summer vacations 1952-1956.    

*Marylou Huffman in memory of Glenn Sullivan.

If you would like to recognize someone – just send your 

donation and our Treasurer will forward your 

information to me for publication.



FRIENDS OF THE S.S. MILWAUKEE CLIPPER

Support the restoration and preservation of the S. S. Milwaukee Clipper –A National Historic 

Landmark!

The S. S. Milwaukee Clipper Preservation Inc. is a 501(c)3 non profit organization.  All donations are tax 

deductible!  Donations will be anonymous unless otherwise requested.

Please accept the enclosed donation of $ ________ in support of the efforts of S. S. Milwaukee Clipper

Preservation, Inc. in memory/honor of ____________________________.

Earmark these funds for the following project(s):  _____________________________  (Call for suggestions)

Please place my name and address as listed below on the mailing list for Shipshape, the quarterly 

newsletter.

I would be willing to volunteer my time to the following Clipper activities:

Fundraising Publicity

Working on the newsletter Maintenance

Museum/Gift Shop assistance Restoration work

Security at the Clipper dock site Other ___________________

Archiving

I would like to volunteer !  Please contact me at the address below with more information.

Name _______________________________________________

Address _____________________________________________

City, State, Zip________________________________________

Contact Phone Number ____________________ Email Address _______________________________

Please mail this form to:

S. S. Milwaukee Clipper Preservation Inc.

PO Box 1370

Muskegon, MI  49443-1370

OR

Send the above information via email to:   milwaukeeclipper@gmail.com 

The S. S. Milwaukee Clipper Preservation Inc, a non-profit 501(c)3 corporation, was organized in April, 1997 

for the sole purpose of restoring and preserving the steamship S. S. Milwaukee Clipper and to create an on-

board Great Lakes Maritime Museum to educate and inform the public about our Great Lakes maritime 

heritage.  

Your continuing donations and volunteerism will ensure our success!

Thank you for your support!
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